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10 ANOTHER BOARD

Says Tax Plan Would Cost State;
$25,000 Per Annum—Wants |

LEach Section Represented.

Iiver mony be expecied by noon to-
duy. ‘The United Stuntes Wenther
Burenu has Ivsued wornlngs for the
protection of property, untlelpating
n rise of one to two feet over the
Old Dominfon whurves nnd ulyo the
rinlug of water ln cellurs und bhase-
ments nlonr Shockoe Creck vaolley,
In the svicinlty of Mala Street Sta-
tlon,

MONTAGUE DEFENDS REPORT

House Finance Committee Spends‘
Busy Day Studying Work of |
Tax Commission. !

The Finance Committee of the Il(-\:r«f-I
|

of

with

Dalerates  maide further

proEresy

of
the

the Tax Commis-

Lwer

Its rewv

at

sittings vos-
the

i

slon's renopt
terday. After

henring

devoting morningg

rtly tn from delegation

enting the budlness intercosts ufi
Trin, who sulvnltted some Jdeas |
reparding the license x onanerechin ;
and partly to considen on of the sepe- |
regation system of taxation, the com- |
mitlee spent the o oty hours in o |

heart-to-henrt tali over sections on the |
conunission yatem,

The many inguiries elicited by
siitingg of the two tax bills curried
report, and the argument
it

thie
in
provoked
Montazue

e
the
by the nnswers viven by

and Do 1L Pitts, members of the com- |
guittee who served on the Tax Com- |
miseion, denote thit few of the men- |
bors pretend to o clear and  compres |
lensive untder nding of the proposed
X mensure, commitiee in ses. |
slon Impressce the few observers nt- |
trneted Ly the deliberations as n hody |
uf earpedt men, intent upon obtabnine

nn intelljgent o
Invalved 1n the
Oof the tax cody

COMMITTEREMIIN SE

rasp upon the nroblems

contemplated revision

{ A [

qrorrect, and will therefore be abolished,

CONFER ON RESERVE ACT

Glass and Members of Bonrd D Incuss
Flection of Bank Dircetors,

Junlor Juvenila Court of 5t Louis, In
which ¥ Invw yers acted ng judees
ard uas police officers, has!
prrevedd The court tended (o
the hoy's it soupht to

£
railure,
make tattlers of

A nccarding e the houncement of

WLED INFORMATION | | Rhodes K. Cive. [

The committee’'s object in yolun-|  The Junlor Court was launched uw!

tardly patheritg: here o week Inoad-lan c¢xperiment to try hoya for offenses |

vines (of the special session of the!pnot serious enouzh for the Juvenile |

tienernl Assombl g that its members | Coyrt An offenduer could Le sentenced |

may boe so Med with information | 1o wash his mother's dishes, earry cond,

thiat when t} ¢ ealled upon to act | or just “to be a woold Loy but the|
the (ien Asgembly has con-! Junlor Court hatl

nfter

o they mny act quick!y and Intel-

ligently, @ ¢ facilitnting the impor-
tint  busis # for which the special
session was called,  This Information
they are sedulously secking and gain-
inE ay the uraposed tax LIS dre reasd
atd discusserd

senatar Le of Norfolk, appeared
vesterday and or 1zl for n I\--nrllu:!
10 e eiven e atbton of husiness

men from hild clty on Monday 4t noon,
The eotinities i weleoming re PIESEen- |
Litives of oy interest In the State, !
and all s hearing ;

Mant wias quick e reply 1o
evagry obijcetien offerad to the commis-

slon sve wiileh he Is u-i\'ur:\llm:"

HE T o ther report, at yester-
eliy'y slons

inre you consider thia b1 the

TR mnsEt e convinoeoed

systen that will hest

il ition of taxes™

he enld, wlien i nittee was is-

ensstng rallrond taxntion at the after-

nonn se=ssing !

“"We have not put the assessments

of rallroads on the Stite Corporation |

e lux becanke  that  body  has

many ather mportant thinee (o oce upy

its attention The: Corporation Corn-
mission 14 an boaportant and svaluahle
body to the State, but it v._n-. retider
better  service looking  after other
phases  of t rallroad carporations
il the general run of

corporitions.” }
SAYS SEGREGATION Mot s
HARDSHIP ON SOME COMMUNITIES
Replying 1o of
W. W. Baker, of
Commission
“When

sald

fuestion
. Pitts,

faptain
the Tax
we wore working out the |
report, we found that complete segre |
kitlon of taxes worked hardshlp on |
somue localltlies. Take Bufolk, for -'x-]
ample, which lives largely on railrond |
taxes.  We found a number of towns'
likewlse clrcumstanced. If we took eer-
tain taxes away fr
would have no

“Then when

M these towns, they
revenue left.

wi considered partial
sepregation. we found that plan too
complieated. 1t led into a bewlldering |
maze, oo difficult and intricate to fol-
low, W hanve warlied the
passihl plan.

AMr, Montingue took up the argument: !
“This LIl 10 er |
engaged
he sald,

ot hest |

e a Tax Commission

us ste ly for three weeks,"

It I3 the best possible s_\'.ul--mi
that ean be worked out for Virginla.
In effect it is this: It is an effort on |

]

the piart of the State to furnish three
men, in the name of the Common-|
weilth and in the interest of jis peo- |
ple, Lo muide and dircet the HEETE T
and  commlissioners of the revenue.
There s no more power vested in tha
three men than  they should hove.
Under the present system, commission-
ers of the revenue in different countles
have thelr own way of doini the sStuate's

business, amid know nothing of the
methods emploved by other eommis-
sloners in other counties,™

SALARY OF 24000 BACII NOT

TOO MUCH, SAYS MONTAGUE

Later, discussing the salary to be
pabd, Mr. Montague sald:  “There is
no oceaston to regard 34,000 o year ns
A fat salary for n competent tax comn-
missioner. We recommend that amount
hecause you can't get capable men for
pititul salaries. The Corporation Com-
missioners are patd that much”

Mr. Gregory: “"One objection | have
to your bill is thut it does not spicify
from what parts of the State Me Gov-
ernor Iy to seleet thoe three men for
appointment.”

Mr. Montague: *“\When we were dia-
cussing that matter, we thougght it
hiest to leave it to the Kool judgment
ot the Governor. I reeall that 1 sug-
gested one of the men should bho from
west of the Alleghanies, another fromn
east of the Alleghanles, and the third
from onn of the larger elties. Dut we
were confident that the Governor would
net wisely in making his appointments,
80 we did not specify.”

Mr.

Gregory: “Well, [ think your
commission would entail unnecessary
{7 qEC’EtiHﬁ:E_Bh Second Page.)

|

| ismued

| Lamar's

tuntil the elerk of the Georgian Federal

teeedings originated,
! to the Supreme Court,

[to glve work to unemploved men ol
women. It will give work at the start
to 1,000 persons In two shifts a day.

| payments to the workers, but beds and

nn suthority to com- |
pel Tultilment of the sentence,

“The boys were quick to see this |
sabl Judge Cave, !
|

|

SUITS FOR $50,000,000 |

- |

fiovernment  Hrings  Action .\gnlnuli
Southern Poclfic Compnny. H
SAN FRANCISCO, January T‘-—-'.I‘hul
Southern Paclfic Compirny and several |
of its subsidiary oll eorporations are |
named as defendants In three suits |

involving approximately 50,000,000, to |
he filed in Los Angeles to-day by the

PUNLed States Eovernment, according to !
i

wnnuouncaments made here. The actlons .
Involve title to more than 1,000 neres .
of property In Kern County, upon which
more than 100 oil-producing wells are
loonted.

The complaints contaln .'tl.ll‘;.:‘tlil':rl.‘l:
that the Southern Doclfle Company mis- |
representeild the land “agriculturalt |

HE

:wl.--n application was made, which re-

in
hy

sHulted patents for the

the government,”

lznied i.elng‘i

FRANK'S BOND APPROVED |

Far ns Lomnr Is Concerned.

WASHINQTON, January 7.—Justice
approval of an appenl
In the ease of Leo M. Frank completed |
to-day the formality of the appeal to!
the Supreme Court In so far as Justive
Lamar is concerneid,
payment of costs
Frank toses,

The next step will be the :lnckmlngt
of the appeal That cannot tdone |

hond |

The bond assures |

in the event that;

L

Court, In which the habens corpus Pru-
certities a record

Georgia cannot
nskK to have the case advanced for early
hearing untll it is docketed.

WORK FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

Manufacturing Plaht, Owned by New
York Clty, Rendy for Operatlon.

NEW YORK, Janunry 7.—A manu-

facturing plant owned by New Vark
City was ready for operntion to-py

Only those registered at the municipal

lodging-house will be employed. The
plant  will produce goods needed in
the lodging-house and In other elty

Inatitutions, There will be no eash
1ieals will be credited to them In pro-
prortion to the number of hours they

have lnbored.

CUBAN CROPS DESTROYED

Unsensonable HRalos Do Great Injury
to Tobacco and Sugar Cone.

HAVANA,

January T7.—Heavy un-
sensonable rains, which culminated
In a torrentinl downpour last night,
completed  the destruction of the
tobiacco  ecrop in  almost all see-
tieons  of Cuba. The sugar cane
also was injured serlously. In many

localities It is ylelding only about half
the normal proportion.

Many sugar mills have suspended
egrinding while awaiting drying out of
the flelds. That postponement, it is
feared, will result in a large part of tha
crop remaining underground while the
regular ralny season begins,

PINCHOTS TO GO TO EUROPE

Will Assist in Establishing Hospital
in War Zone,

PHILADELPHIA, January 7.—0if-

ford TPinchot, former Chlef TForester

of the United States, and hls wife will
eall from New York next Saturday ta
nasist Mr. Pinchot's sister, Lady Allan-
Johnatone, In her work of establishing
n hospltal In the war zone.

Lady Johnstone is the wife of Sir
Allan Johnstone, Britlsh ninister to
The Hague.
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10 PROVE CHARGES

Bryan Says Manufacturers Deny
Exporting Dumdum Bullets
for English Army.

WILSON WILL USE INFLUENCE |

United States Must Refrain From |
Officially Investigating or Com-

WASHINGTON, January 7.—Chalr- i
[man  Glass, of the JHouse DBanking menting Upon Protests. ‘
Committes, conuferred to-day with men - K1
bers of the Federal Reserve Board on e = II
Interpretation of the section of the WASHINGTON, Januury 7.—In reply |
ryve act regulinting election of re- to Germany's compluint that '\":"“""‘“I
ve bank directors.  Attention was manufacturers were esportine duamaom|
i il to the questlon of whether a i =il
director belonging to one of the three{ bullets and “riot pung” for the British i
groups provided by the law can be|army, Secretary Bryan to-rbiy infor A
clected legally to represent banks In| Count Rernstorfl, the e :-m!-:uu.-n-!
itother proup, and It was su sEested | qor, that the manufacturers naned had
restrictiopns In the act Intended l"?livm':ll the charges, and asked that the |
prevent big banks from receiving von- L State  Departinent  he  farnishend .-m_r.l
trul of the system had not heen Ob=lavidence the ambassador n have |
served in #ome of the elections, s MhDPOrt his | pEothst. The !
Home  of  those in the vonference ey that he was directed By |
thought s amendmont might Le neces. fdent Wilzon to say that If any |
siry to rmake It clear that no banker cill company was  sliown: to |
bhelonging to one group could serve as guged in such traflte he would |
director of another, It was siadd, hr"“‘“lhf’l‘l:l'llt'l' ta stop it regardleoss of ques- |
Srcepithe i nlatter 0L i) reviaw ot elierlitons ot legal or conventionnl duty,
-“““I‘ Hysthe bousdiiid ot been) con- | AS 1o the German protests aenlnst |
IO lallezed use of dumdum bullets by the |
JUVENIEE*CEH.HT_-‘_S FAILURE | nllivs in BEurope, Mr. B n ::.'u-l thwe |
| United States, to maint striet nea- |
—— [trality in the present contics
Tends tao Make ‘Unttlers of Hoyws It vobliced to refrain (rom invest
Seught to Correct. llhvlr truthfulness or making any com- |
ST, LOPIS, MO, January T.--1‘h.,|m=nl."
'

In o letter to Count
Piryan referred
American mnnufacturers to his
that dumdum bullets
BUNY Were furnished to
The letter follows:
I have the honor o
the receipt of your note of the 5th
ultimo, calling attentlon to ‘fresh vie-
lations of the Geneva eonvention, as|
well as of section 2, artiele 230 of the !
Hague convention of July 29, 1809,
movernment,' in the use of |

dumdum bullets, |
"I ean assure Your

Bernstorff, See- |

t deninls of
recent
riot

anid
being the

acknowledee

by

Excellency that
not unmindful of the splrit in
you brineg te the attention Iil'l
rovernment the improper |.m---|
|
|

I
which
this
tiees
cursed
(N

which arn alleged to have
in vonduct of the present
But while this government mov
take these  statements and charges
under considerantion, it in its eifort
to malntaln a strict neutrality in the |
present conflict, oblged to refrain frown |
Investicuting  their  truthfulness
making any comment in  regard
them,

LATER "TRUTH MAY Iy
IMPARTIALLY DETERMINEIED

is,

or
to

"The thine will come, nowaever, \\'lu-:li
the truth may be impartially deter- |
mined, and when the fadgment of the !

world will be passed upon the charses |
by the various belllee of
violations of the rules of civilized war-
fare.

“Your
tiritish
the

xcelleney also states that the
I nt orderid from |
Vinchester Repeating Arms Com-

his

pany 20,600 ‘riot guns,’ model 1897,
| and S0,000,000 *buckshot cartridces’ for |
use dn such gpuns.  This department

saw o published statement of the Wi
Company, the correctness of |
which the company has confirmed to
the department by tels uph In this |
suttement  the company  eategoricnlly
that It has received an order |

in=

made any sile of such mate
British eovernment,
enpaged

It
to " any
the

the |
other
present

oar
in
WAT. -

“Your Excelleney further ealls atten-
to ‘informntion, the aceurncy of
which i= not to be doubted,” that 5,000,-
00 cartridees  fitted with
bullets! have heen dolivered
tober of this year by the Unfon Me-
tallic Cartridge Company for the ar-
mament of the Engllsh army,

“Im reply I have the honor to
to the letter of Decemmber 10,
the Remington Arms-Union
Cartridge Company, of New
Your Excelleney, c¢alled forth
tain newspaper reports of statements
alleged o have been made by you in
regard to the sale by that q-‘nm;'-,-n;.- of

‘mushroom

since Og¢-

refer
1814, af
Metallie
York., tan
iy ecer-

soft-nosed  bullets,  From this leirer,
it eapy of which was sent 1o this de-
partment hy the company, It appears

that instead of £,000,000 cartridees hiv-
Ing been sold, only a little pver 117,000
were moanufactured, and 100,000 wepra
sold.  The letter further asserts rhat
these cartridees were made to supply

A demandd for a hotter sporting  cars-
tridge with a soft-nosed bullet than
had been manufactured itheretofore;
and that such ecartridges cannnt be

used In the military rifle of any fereign
power, The company  adds that its
statement can he substantiated and
that it Is ready to give you any evi-
dence that you may require on
points.
LIST OF PERSONS TO WHOW
CARTRIDGIES WERE

“The departiment is now in recelpt
from the company of a complete dle-
tiiled list of the persons Lo whom those
cartridges were sold.  From this Hist |
It appears that the eartridges were sold !
to firms in lots of twenty to 2,000 and
one lot each of %,000, 4,000 and 5,000, |
Of these only 960 cartrhdges went to
British North Amerfea and 100 1o Brit-
ish East Africa.

“If, however, yvou can furnish tha
department with evidence that this or
any other company are manufacturing
and selling for the use of the contend-
Ing armies in Europe, cartrldges whose
use would contravene The Hupgue con-
ventlon, the government woulidl be
glad to be furnished with the evidence,
and the President directs me to Inform
you that, in case any Amerienn com-
pany Is shown to be engaged in this
traflie, he will use hils Influence to pro-
vent, so far as possible, sales of such
ammunition to the powers engaged in
the luropean war, without regard to
whether it is the duty of this govern-
ment, upon legal or  conventional
grounds, to take such action.

“In view of the publiclty which has

(Continued on Second Pa ge.)
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XPECTED TO-DAY

Preliminary Note Discussed by
Cabinet, and Will Be For-
warded Shortly.

LATER TO BE SUPPLEMENTED

Necessity of Consulting Allies
Makes It Impossible to Give
Detailed Response Now.

January 7
preliminary

LONDON,
Fngland's

(1:20 1.
reply

MY .—
to the

Ameriean note concersin: interruption |

of Ameriean shipping by Diritish war-
ships  was discussel by the l':lhil\"li
to-day antd will Le forwarded shortly,
probably  to-moerrow, to the United
HStates  government,  This first reply
will be supplemented later by o more
detibled note, framed after further in-

aquiries have been made,

No response to the preliminary note
Is expected from the United States.
The note will be in the gature of nn
neknowledpment of the American pro-
test, and o general statemont of the
unusuil conditions faced Ly England,
The necessity of consulting her allies
makes 1t Impossible for Great Britamn
to wive an Immediate detailed response,
necordinge o Forelgn Office officin s,

The text of the reply will not be
Ziven out here until the American gov-
“rnment re it anrl exprosses a
willingness that it e made pubilie.

voes

It Is pointed out that the Ameriean
tate makes no specifie stateinents con-
cerning particular ez on which its
objections are based, and the British
preliminary reply will bhe ne more
spkcifie. The [British publle iy com-
Cmenting widely upon what is termed the
appiirent unwilllngness of both gov-

ernments Lo disclose facts which would
enible formation of & more definite
ilen of the nature of the controversy.

GREAT BRITAIN'S REPLY
WIHOLLY CONCILIATORY
Great Britain's reply to the United

| States note on interference with Amer-

icun shipping, It is sald in well-lnform-
1
24
of

shows
within

CArEaes,

+ dizposition

reason Lo

Lo
avert

do everyvthi
the delay

nd wishes to do everything In
power congistent with the proper
the allies' interests,
to facilitate workl trade and stimulate
ommerece. Consequently, it is  de-
clirerd, there is no disposition on Eng-
lagd's part to protest ngainst the pur-
chise af « nan vessela by Americans
where the g genuine and the
chips are not used so0 as to aveid what
inlght  reasonably be called consa-
fquences of bellizerency.

Use of transferred German ships in
cotton  trade with ¥y probahly
would call forth objections from the
nilles, although cotton is not contra-
brand, because the allies, it is sald,
regard such use i roumidabout
of escaping war's effects.

AL any rate, objection is not likely
to come until ships are actually trans-

are

r

ferred  and  their prospective use Is
elearly indleated, It is probable the
Pallies will take the position that the

sale money shall be held until the close
of the war as o guarnntee that it will
not ba of help to bellleerents,

An assurnnce that German ships pur-

chased by the United States govern-
ment  or its citizens, would enzagre
tonly in the South  Amerlean trivde,

probably woulil satisfy the allies.
While 1t 1= polnted ont that the sale
of German ships in New York to the
American government or its elitizens
wourld
anad Insurance—undoubtedly COonse-
auences of war within the meaning of
International  practice—still England
probably would be willing to waive ob-
Jections on that point were the vessely
to enter trade in ne way beneteial Lo
tGermany, Austrin or Turkey.
SURPRISED AT REPORTS

OF DENVER'S l)l’.']'l-l\"l'lll\'il.
The Foreign (ilice to-day expressed | thirty-day

surprise at reports of the detention of

the steamer Deénver ut  the hrkney
Tslands, Specitic instructions were |
wiven that the Denver, which carried
cotton fer Diremen, should not b de-
Iived longer than Wils necessary Lo
dentify her.

Complaint was made to the Stite

Dépnrtment at Washington yesterday
that the Mallory Line steamshin Den-
ver had been detained at the Orkney
Islands by British admiralty otlicials,
The State Department nsked Ambasg-
sador Page for a report.,

BILLY SUNDAY MEETS TAFT

Enthusiantic
Former

Conversation
President nnd
E.‘-!;Iu-r:iﬂl to The Times-Dispateh, )

PHILADELIHIA, Jar mry T.—Iilly
and “Ma" Sunday cordinlly gEreeted for-
mer president William I, Taft to-day
soon after his arrival in the elty., The
evingellst and his wife were Introduced
by John Wanamaker at the Hotel Adel-
phia, where the former vecupant of the
White House was the guest of the Ohlo

Lietween
Evangelist,

sociely.  An enthustastle conversation
followed,
Mr. Taft beamed with smiles as he

Eripped the hand of the re JIvadist, but
By outdid him In smlles. Mr. Tart
and Sunday conversed Interestedly for
fully fifteen minutes in Mr, Taft's room
In the hotel. An Invitation Wiy ex-
tended to Billy and “Ma* (o stay for
the luncheon with Mr, nll, but, us the
time approached for the afternoon ser-
vice at the tabernaele,  they
foreed to decline.

SENATOR LEWIS ILL

Suffering From Attnek of Acute Indl-
Eestlon nt Springfeld.

SPRINGFIBLD, ILIL., January 7,—
United States Senator Jiumes Hamilton
Lewls, of Chleago, Is serlously 111 at
the Governor's rosidence here from nn
attack of acute Indigéstion, which de-
veloped last nlght, Hia phystelan -
vised several days' rest.

were

|

inevitably relleve German clti- |
zens of heavy expenses of maintenance |

| Aggregate Value of Rediscounted Pa-

|t the

ALONG WHOLE LINE

PHOTe WunDERwWOOD

The Prince' of “Wales- has alvendy

annals of B

distinguished himself there, and was tl
hearer. So great was his enthusinsm
placed his life in utmost jeopardy,
his superiors to curb his courage
so wantonly to the enemy. The Prince
spirits among the men at tho front.
them, eaten the same food at the
raising the “morale’ of the
haul to sufter,

Lie Frznce af}}é'ife; s azes

inglish history in the Pan-European war.
struggle e marched Lo the front in the

SRATICR Pearer

UNDERWQROD "N ¥

carmed a-nahe’for himself in tha
In the early part of the
ranks of the Grenadier Guards. He
werealter promoted to act as dispatch-
that he often performel acis which

His father had to issue special orders to
a hit, and not to let him expose himsely

of Wales has been one of the leading
He has fonght with them, slept with

same table, and has had much to do in
troops during the many hardships the wen have

THIRT-DAY PAPER GETS |
REDUGED DISCOUNT RATE

Richmond  Reserve Bank  Declarves
114 Per Cent Bate, Begin-
ning To-Day.

OTHER MATURITIES UNCHANGED

per at Loceal Bank, at Close of
Business Yesterday, Approximate-
Iy $2,300,000.

Beginning  to-day,
Herve

tha Federal Re-
Dank of Richmond will put into

ffect o 415 per cent discount rite for

paper, to suporscide the §
per cent rate which was in foree up o
amd Including yvesterday, The redie-
tion  was  ordered yesterdiay by the |
board of directors of the local banlk |
asgsembled in regular seszion, Eierht |

of the nine members of the hoard W

|
in attendance, i

The digcount rate on all othep - |
turitfes will for the present remnin |
unchanged.  The rate on thicty to |

sixty=day paper remalnsg 5 per cent, and |
the discount rate on sixty

day maturities continuvs
Likewise, 6 per cent

to ninety-
A = e
remainsg the

cent.

1

|

r‘;lt\-1

on all maturltles of more than ninoty |
diLyvs, |
According to  Governor Georce .I'.|
Seay, of the Richmom! Reserve | |1i.I
the reductlion In the discount rate on
the short-tlme paper wis rendered - |
visable by the steadily fulling ::nuu-.m_r-l'
clal dlsceount rate on thls class of fr= |
per all over the country. 1t reflects |
an  easing  orf  the  financial  strain, |
brought about in greal monsure by the
stubllity Imparted o the country's
linnnces by the establishment of the

Federal reserve system.
ATEANTA AND DALLAS
O MAKE SAME RA1E
eenl rata on short-tlme
in foree for sote thmme
Reserve Banks of New |
Philadelphin  and  Chi-
banks In Atlantin  and
it is understood, will dechire )
the 41 per cent rate shmultaneonsty |
with the Richmond bank. ‘This l.nhl
on thirty-day paper will effective
at all the Federnl rescerve hanks
cept those In the West and North-
west.
Redisconnts

The 41
paper h

per
8 bee

ederal

1lostan,
'I.!I|'

York,
citgo.
(RHE LSRN

Lo
¢eX -

it the local
the clogse of business vosterday
amounted lo approximalely $2.300,000, |
This represants the value of the redis-
counted paper now held by the bank.
Much of Lhe paper rediscounted shortly
after the opening of the bank has been
taken up. According to (Gavernor Seay, |
the discounting operations of (he Hh-h-l
mond bank, In proportion to the hankst |
resources, far excecd the amount ofl

(Continucd on Sceond Page)

bank at

NO TRUTH [N REPORT
OF CARDINAL'S ARREST

German Military Government in Rel-
gium Characterizes Story as

Absolutely 1Malse.

UNDER SURVEILLANCE

Inquiry Had Been Instituted by Pope
Benedict as to Alleged Detention
of Mercier With Idea of I'rotesting
to NKaiser's Government,

IS NOT

L
THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS, Jan-

uary 7 (via London, 3 . AL).—The (Gar-

man mllitary

government in

to-day charncterized

Nelgium
the pubilished re-
port that Cardinal Mercler, Archbishop
uf Malines, had been arrested ns nbso-
lutely false,

The cardinal has neither been de-
tidned In the bishop's palace at Mao-
Hnes nor placed under police survell-
lanee of any sort, the efficial state-
ment shyvs,

he denlal s silent on the case of

Dessain,  the printer awho pubilishad
the cardinnl's Christimas pastoral let-
ter, but it s understood the story

concerning hilin alse 1s a fabrieation.

Cardinal Mercier was

officlally 1

reported un-
o have been arrested on e-

count of a  pastoral letter In which
he was sald o hnve advised BRelgian
civillana not to recognize the anuthoricy

uf the German adinindstration or Hal-
eluam While the reports were doubred
At the Vatican, an Inquiry  was in-
stituted by Pope Benediet, with the tdea
of protesting to the German govern-
ment, rording Rome dispatehes,
should the reported wrrost be verified.
PUHIPOIR'ES 'I'O CONVIRM
REPFORTS OF ARREST
AMSTISID AN, January 7 (vin Lon-

don, 632 1% M).—The Amsterdam
Tijl, whose report of the arrest of
Cardinal Merclier elicited to-day an of-
fcial denial from  the German  mill-

tary wovernment in lelgium, publishes
1 dispiteh from Bergen-Op-Zoom,
Notherhnes, purpoerting to confirm the
stitements that the vardinal was plivced
under restralnt. The THd asserts thut
Liery t guarda were stationed out-
slde the cardinal's palnce last Satur-
tay, that the eardinal demanded of the
tierman commander that he be wllow el
to visit Antwerp on sumday and an-
other place on Monday, but that por-
mission was refused,

The Tijd also says that a majority
of the Antwerp clergy have been ar-
rested,

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT
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KAISER'S TROOPS
FAIL IN ATTENPT
10 PUSH FORWARD

Violent Counteroffensive
Develops at Several
Points.

GERMANS STRENGTHENED
BY REINFORCEMENTS

Activity in Flanders and France
Confined Largely to Artil-
lery Exchanges.

SATHE R CONDITIONS BAD

W

Operations of Extensive Character
Not Yet Possible in
West.

Germans Exceedingly

Active in Both Zones

LTHOUGIL severe fizhtlng has

been golng on in Franee Jdur-
Ingr the pust day or two, It has been
dincounted by the Rusainn s
ngniost the Turks in the
und against the Austrlans in
Unrpothinns.

the

In hoth Eastern nnd Western waor
theatren the Germans huve been ex-
cecidlngly active., Steady progress is
noted In thelr ofliclal statementy re-
gnrding operntiony in Poland, wnd
the French ofliclal hulletln reports
viokent Germnn  attneks in the
Argonne, In the reglon of Verdun
and around Stelnbach, in Alsaee,

Detnily, ny usunl, are lncking, us
the long-drawn-out hattles are re-
ferred 1o brielly, scemingly us n
matter of routine, unless something
of an extraordinury nature vecurs,

Hegnrding the n;wrulluu_n in the
went oy o whole, a0 Britlsh  eye-
witnesy, who has beéen the regulne
chronleler  of  events, suyy  that
“really, murked progress has heen
nehleved by the allies.”

—_—
reports that n Turkish of-
ficlul bulletln nunounces the Otto-
mun vecupntlon of Urnmiah, un lme-
portant town of Persian Armenin,

’
Berkin

Petrogrernd 1s celebrating the lus-
sinn Christmox, nud the people of
the eapltal appear to he In no wise
deprefsed by the svor, syhieh has
enuned o many millons of men 1o
B0 o arms,

Avtivity hy Austrinn submnrines,
uecording to, Berlin, npparently has

compelled the Freneh admilesl (o
withdraw hisx ships from the Strait
of Otranto, at the entranee to the

Adrintic Sea.
—_—

The German militnrey Bovernment
In Belginm denles reports thae Cnre
dlonnl Mereler, primate of Belghnom,
hnx been arrested or detained by the
Germun nuthovities, Nelther
nny priesis been arrested,
serted.

huve
It Is ns-

m———
Germuny has ordered that there
be no more fraterulzing hetween

the Germans aml 1heir vppndents In
the field:

[Epecinl Ciabloe to The Tlmes-Dispateh, ]

PARIS, January 7.-—A violent tier-
man counteroffensive developed to-dny
In the Argonne reglon, about Verdun
and in frout of Stelnbach, In Alsace.
Alr seouts report the arrivil of -
portiang haedion af reinforeenients
brovght up to strenssthen the ()
lines in the Argonne and tlung the
Alsne.

Evidently deeply concernod at the
rapld progress made by the French
farces on this castern wing, the in-
varlers began the day with o terrie
avtillery tre all along the lite, con-
ventrating on the reglon of Luassiony,

on the trenches held by the Fronel it
the crossing of the rond from Le Four
de FParis to Varennes the
Chevauchee voad, and upon rhe
to the north of Verdun. o=
nonades were followed at interyals hy
Infantry attacks, but all wire repulsed
by tho French, who malntnined
positions Inviolate throughout,

The French artillery posltien on the
ridee which dominates Stelnbach, and
from which the fire was ‘vetod which
Anally dislodged the German  forces
when they were compelled to evacuate
ot Mo was subjected to 0 par-
ticularly violent bombardment, hut the
condition of the hillsides nana the
country all about, due to the heavy
ralns, made further uttacks Ly Infan-
try lmpossible,

TWO NEW MOVEMENTS
CLOSHELY RELATED

Resumption of the offensive at Stolns
bach and the bombardment of Thanmn,
where yesterday tho hospltal was mivde
the target of Germuan shella, are bLo-
lieved to be closely relnted to the at-
tempt of the Kaiser's troops to thrust
forward o wedise between the Franch
northern eolumn, attacking the Outer
defenses of Muelhnusen from the dbr
tion of Mount Bonhomme,
whieh s advanelng from
through Steinbach and Coernny.

The third of General Pau's columna,
which s advancing from Belfort as Ity
base, has so far penetrated to the
southwest of Altkirch, the kay to thn
south door of Muelhausen, (hat they
have taken up a position In a small

arnd Haute
works

Theue

their

ay.
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Thann,
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